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leaders of the Young Communist League, known as Pioneer
Leaders, usually delegated by the factory to which the school is
attached. They help with the non-academic side of school life.
I met them frequently, discussing school problems with the
Director. They are allowed time off from the factory for this
work. There is also what is known as the technical staff—the
cook, maids, and cleaners. Working with the staff is a committee
known as the Assistance Committee. Its members are elected by
the Parents' Council.
This committee helps the school in innumerable ways—in the
organisation of school meals, in obtaining financial assistance for
extra activities, in arranging for summer camps, in assisting with
clothes for needy pupils, children of unskilled workers who often
do not yet earn enough to supply all their needs. The members
sometimes accompany the children to the theatre or cinema.
They persuade the factory to give a donation for any special
requirements.
Every school has a Parents' Council, which meets regularly to
receive a report from the Director and to discuss school affairs,
such as the progress of the pupils, etc. A delegate from the
Parents' Council sits on the School Council.
The school year1 is from September 1st to May 20th for
primary schools in urban areas, and to June 1st in primary
schools in rural areas. For incomplete secondary and secondary
schools it is from September 1st to June 1st for urban schools,
and from September 1st to June 10th for rural schools. There
are winter and spring holidays, each of two weeks. The teachers
do not have the full summer vacation. Part of that time must
be spent in preparing syllabuses and time-tables, in conferences
and discussion of their work* In the winter and spring holidays,
too* the teachers are expected to spend some time in conferences,
About 75 per cent of the town children spend six weeks of their
summer holiday in camps, but not under canvas.2 For the rest
of the time all kinds of activities, including open-air libraries*
* TOs Iw been altered now (January 1036). See Appendix U.
%    2 Canvas for sleeping is now becoming the practice (January 1936).
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